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Notes about a New Year:
Re-Opening or Re-Emerging
V2?

W
hile we are not able to offer
specifics for any such new date,
the Board of Directors, who have
continued to meet, albeit at a

Zoom distance for the most part, wanted to
reach out and talk to you – our mainstays
and the reason for our existence as
Directors.  We wanted to offer our thanks,
our encouragement and our tidbits we
have garnered over the year that has had us
closed more often than open!

First, our gratitude.  We can never thank
you enough for your loyalty and support. 
While I don’t know the exact numbers, we
have retained more than 75% of our
members and even managed to add a
handful over the year!  That’s impressive
and demonstrates the sense of responsibility
of all of us as co-owners.  It also shows the
commitment to the privilege and value of
being part of a collaborative effort to sustain
a crafting and artisan centre that offers
creative stimulation, a sense of community
and belonging, and a well established, well
equipped environment to work. Our financial
records show the economic impact of losing
sources of funding like drop-in fees, quilt
days, open houses, craft and garage sales. 
However, we have been sustained by you
and know that with vaccines coming closer
by the day, with the prospect of opening on
the horizon, and with the commitment and
support of our members, friends and
community we will make up the difference!

Over the past few years we have
benefited greatly from different levels of

government support, from the RDN and
Government of Canada, by means of grants
that have allowed us to maintain our
community donations, to renew our facility
and equipment and to improve our
surroundings in some very important ways. 
We have had financial support to pave a
portion of the upper parking lot, to redo and
improve windows, siding, flooring,
cupboards, electrical, heating and security in
our building.  We have also had very
significant additions and/or replacements of
equipment in the lapidary/silversmithing and
woodworking shops.  On a smaller scale our
very active quilt donation program has been
assisted by smaller grants to cover the cost
of quilt batting for these donations.  As we
move into more active use of our facilities all
of this offers improved comfort, safety and
creative options.

An additional Government of Canada
New Horizon grant appears to be coming to
us to deal with the drainage and levelling of
the lower parking and entrances, hopefully
making entrances and exits more accessible
and providing for some limited paved parking
spaces.  It also provides for some improved
technology that will assist us in creating
some teaching/demonstrating of various
skills in all departments and in providing on-
line meeting opportunities for members
unable to join us onsite.  We could have
used more of that as we attempted to
connect this past year.  

You can see that as Directors we are
certainly looking forward to having a full
complement of engaged and creative
members active both on-site and connected
from home in the near future! We continue
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to monitor the BC Public Health information
and guidelines and will meet as needed to
assess changes to our current closure.  In
the meantime, be kind, be calm, be safe and
remain hopeful!  Now, on to the tidbits...

Tidbits..
Everyone has had a birthday since we

shut down.  Happy Birthday to you.  A couple
of special birthdays to note: Nora Fuller, one
of our founding & honorary members turned
98. Ken Glatiotus, an honorary member
turned 97 this year.

A couple of our members moved in the
middle of the pandemic.  They went from
living in  recreational vehicles to  “houses”
(Cindy Hankewich and Lois Gilbert).  Audrey
Lloyd, moved again!  She’s not far from
Jonanco and is not looking, I suspect, to
move again soon.

Our “snowbirds” (Bryan & Ray Dowling,
Ardelle Holden, Lois & Bob Gilbert) were
grounded, unable to make their seasonal
move and unable to escape the snow..

Some of us avoided moving by doing
renos to our houses...and are still working
on them.

Some members welcomed new
grandchildren, but haven’t been able to
cuddle them yet.

Lil Kroll has a new hobby (perhaps
addiction?) - jigsaw puzzles.

Linda Addison took a break and didn’t
think a change was as good as a rest.  Her
near break included a serious enough injury
to keep her in a wheelchair (not fast enough
on crutches and in danger of breaking bones
going up and down stairs).  She didn’t like
depending upon others for housework,
kitchen duties and she certainly didn’t like
having to give up, albeit temporarily, her
newly resurfaced sewing room.  Not being
able to drive... Let’s just say she has a whole
new appreciation for freedom, even with the
restrictions of a pandemic!

Quilters have been meeting on Fridays
via Zoom.  It has been nice to see everyone
who participated.  If you haven’t joined,
please give it a try. While it can be a bit
intimidating to try a new computer sport you
can do so by just clicking on the link sent by
Ardelle, following the prompts for joining with
internet audio and video and you’ll soon be
there.  If you want assistance from there,
ask and someone will be able to tell you how
to rearrange things so you can see who is
there.  You can just stop by and say hi or
stay for as long or as short as you want. 
Others come and go.  

Thanks, Ardelle, for organizing and
managing the meetings and quilting
sessions.  And of course some members are
looking forward to the warmer weather so
we can do some meet-ups in the parking lot.

Coordinator/Monitor/Member
Tidbits...

Woodshop: Bruce and Brian have
organized the shop and re-painted the
benches.  “We don’t say re-organized:  it is
much better.”  Looking forward to seeing all
of the woodworkers.  Brian is planning to
have plans for, and help anyone interested
to make, an end-grain cutting board and/or a
two piece patio chair that comes apart for
easy storage.

Painting: The group is anxiously waiting
to get together again.  Contact with each
other has been minimal.  Some have
continued in some small way to do some
paintings.  Wolf, for one, “finally completed a
painting and framed it for Christmas to my
Mother that is now hanging in her living
room.”

Quilting:  Prior to lock-down, according
to Vicki, we had delivered 506 quilts! “Are
we amazing or are we amazing?”  Since
then Gladys Dikken has made 27 quilts;
some are for her church, 18 will come to
Jonanco.  Well done Gladys!  Besides quilts
we have also recently donated pet beds,
toiletries and masks.
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These last tidbits remind us of some other
activities that have kept various members
busy, besides paying Jonanco’s bills, filing
grant requests, sending out information by
email, Facebook, phone texts or calls...

The Ladysmith Hospital Auxiliary Thrift
Store donated their “old” security system to
us and we now have outside cameras
around the building.  Thank you Hospital
Auxiliary!  Thanks also to those who
researched the security systems, met with
installation people, including the cable
service and now check to ensure that all is
running as it should.

Woodworkers responded to a
kindergarten teacher’s request to duplicate 
some wooden shapes that teachers use to
help the little ones learn their letters.  They
are now in use in a local school.

Jonanco will be launching a new
improved website soon.  A Committee of
Directors have been working regularly with
our new webmaster Lynn Nightingale to pull
it together.

Others have been busier than usual at
home.  Judy Hunter has a new kitten .  She
wasn’t sure what to call it but came up with
“Dusty” after the kitten discovered the area
under a cabinet!  Lorraine Daley also has a
new kitten, Jayda, who has one white toe. 
Not to be outdone, Trudy Simon has a new
puppy, Pepper, who is a Poodle/Chihauhua
cross and perhaps speaks Spanish and likes
Mexican food?

On a sadder note, Joy Jenkins sent a
note to say:

“It is with Huge sadness we say goodbye
to our dear friend, Mr. Eli.  He was the much
loved Gentleman Cairn Terrier and
significant other to Joy Jenkins. PipSqueak
and Joy pass on their gratitude to all the
Jonanco Members for their generous
inclusion in accepting Eli into the club.

Reminders:

W
hen things start rolling
again...you can bring your
housecleaning extras to sell at
our Jonanco Garage Sale (high

on our list of activities for as soon as we
can.!)  We are hoping for a Christmas Craft
Sale the first week end of December.

If you have any empties to return, you
can donate the money to Jonanco through
the Recycling Depot.  Tell them to credit the
Jonanco Hobby Workshop Account.

Keep your Country Grocer receipts.  We
add them up and turn them in and receive
Cash Gift Cards from Country Grocer which
we use to buy supplies for the kitchen, etc. 
It is amazing how many stacks of $1000
receipts add up over time, earning the club a
!% rebate that also adds up.

Closing Note:

W
e would like to acknowledge the
stress and strain that many people
have and are experiencing during
the ongoing changes wrought by

the pandemic.  Whether through loss, illness,
isolation or even limitations on how to comfort
those experiencing such it has been a challenge. 
For others it has been having to do without much
loved routines and activities.  Regardless we are
certainly ready to get back to transforming our
individual bubbles back into a community again.

Newsletter Notes:
We welcome more bits from our members. 
In addition we will publicize related activities,
members items for sale or a number of other
items submitted to Joyce Mitchell, editor
drumsbythesea@shaw.ca or call 250-756-
5601.
Remember: Be Kind, Be Calm & Be Safe!
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